Act of Worship

‘UNITY’
Year 6
‘The Eucharist challenges and enables the Christian family to grow in communion every day’

                          Focus:   [image: image1.png]


Bible opened at Matthew 6:9-15
                                         God’s Story 3 p109
Candle                              Candle

                                         Crucifix 

                                         The Lie Detector/The Rainbow Fish

                                         Missal or mass leaflets   

                                         Any work the children have done on this topic in ‘Explore’
Leader: The prayer that Jesus taught us is called the ‘Our Father’. It is addressed to ‘Our Father’ not ‘my Father’, so uniting the family of God. It is a prayer uniting all Christians, whatever their denominations. So let us begin our act of worship by praying the prayer that unites us all as brothers and sisters – ‘Our Father, who art in heaven… 
Leader: During the last few weeks we have been learning about what nourishes and what spoils unity and friendship. 
To remind us of this let’s sing together “Together” - Rejoice 2 (40) or sing or listen to ‘You’ve got a friend’ or any song you have worked with. 
Children may share some of the work done in ‘Reveal’.
Jesus often spoke to his disciples about the importance of unity among them. He gave them the model of the unity between himself and God the Father.

In this passage from John’s Gospel, part of his prayer for his disciples just before his arrest, he makes it clear how they would be more effective witnesses of his love if there was unity among them.

Sing an ‘Alleluia’ to greet the Gospel (unless it is Lent in which case the                         

               ‘Alleluia’ is not proclaimed). 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to John               

Glory to You, O Lord     

We make the sign of the cross on our forehead, lips and heart, in preparation to hear the Good News of the Gospel. We make the sign of the cross on our foreheads to show we believe in God’s Word, on our lips to show we try to speak God’s Word to others, and on our hearts to show we love God’s Word and will try to live a good life.   
Keep them safe by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one just as you and I are one. I pray not only for them, but also for those who believe in me because of their message. I pray that they may all be one. Father! May they be in us, just as you are in me and I am in you.
May they be one, so that the world will believe that you sent me. I gave them the same glory you gave me, so that they may be one, just as you and I are one I in them and you in me, so that they may be completely one, in order that the world may know that you sent me and that you love them as you love me.
The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ

                             Leader: Communion and unity means ‘being at one with’. We know that                    

                                           celebrating the Eucharist is a sign of being at one with God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit as well as being at one with one another. Let us just pause for a few moments of quiet and simply be ‘in silent communion’ with God and one another….. (Play quiet music and allow time for reflection).

After the reflection children could share some work they have done in ‘Reveal’ 

      Leader: Let us reflect for a moment on how we might live peacefully and in                                     

                   communion and unity with one another for the rest of this week…..? 
 Let us now share with one another the gift that Jesus gave his followers – the   sign of peace…
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