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materials for older children preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation

Introduction

Outline for the Christian Initiation of Children of Catechetical Age (CICCA) ii

Stages and steps in the process

Period of Evangelisation and Pre-catechumenate

First step: Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens
Period of the Catechumenate

Rite of Election

Second step: Penitential Rite (the Scrutiny)

Period of Purification and Enlightenment

Third step: Celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation

Period of Post-baptismal Catechesis or Mystagogia

Important things to remember about the CICCA

The process is liturgical

The process is catechetical

The process is pastoral

Doctrine

Talking to children about God

The context of Scripture with children
The context for catechesis with children
Catechetical method

Activities

Conversion at different stages of development
Children’s progress in formation

Who is involved in initiation ministry

Session Notes

Final notes

Health and Safety; Safeguarding children
Glossary of terms

Frequently asked questions about the CICCA
Resources

Abbreviations used in these materials; useful links
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The Sessions:
The first stage: Enquiry Period
Myself and why I am here
A tour of the church
Ministries in the parish
About God
About Catholics
The first step: Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens
Preparing for the Rite
The second stage: Catechumenate Period
Advent
Christmas
Epiphany
The Baptism of the Lord and our baptism
Come and see
Listen to me
Let us give thanks and praise
Take and eat
Go and do the same
We celebrate the Eucharist
Preparing for the Rite of Election
The second step: The Scrutiny (the Penitential Rite)
The third stage: Purification and Enlightenment Period
Lent
A time of prayer and reflection
The third step: Preparing to celebrate the sacraments
The fourth stage: Mystagogia
Reflecting on what has happened
Pentecost and the Gifts of the Spirit
Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Encountering Jesus in the Sacraments
Traditional Catholic prayers
Annex 1: Activity Sheets
Annex 2: Registration form for the CICCA
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