Act of Worship

‘THANKSGIVING’

Year 2
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“The Eucharist: The parish family thanks God for Jesus”
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 Focal Point:




A loaf of bread, a cup of “wine”





Candle





Bible opened at Luke 22:19-20
                                           God’s Story 2 p77

                                           Church’s Story 2 p40-43

                                            Blank ‘thank you’ cards

                                           Any work the children have done on ‘Thanksgiving’
Leader: We gather together in the name of the Father….

              We have been thinking about all the different ways we can say ‘thank you’ at home, in school and in the neighbourhood.
 The children may share some of the work done in ‘Explore’ and end by singing Rejoice 1 (44) – “For All That You Do” or any appropriate ‘thanksgiving’ hymn or song.
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Reader: One of the times when we get our chance to remember all the things that God has done, and thank him for it, is when we are at Mass.

Reader: During the Mass we thank God at different times, and in different ways, for many things he has given us, but especially for giving us his Son, Jesus, in the Eucharist.

Reader: We remember this at every Mass when we say the Eucharistic Prayer, part of which reminds us of the last meal that Jesus shared with his friends.

Reader: We are now going to listen to a reading from the Gospel of St. Luke which reminds us of this last special thanksgiving meal. (Project picture from “God’s Story” 2 – p 77)

Let us sing the “Alleluia” before we listen to this important Gospel story (unless it is Lent in which case the ‘Alleluia’ is not proclaimed).
Reader:
A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke.

Response:
Glory to you, O Lord.
The night before he died, Jesus and his friends went to

Jerusalem to celebrate a special meal together. While they were at table, Jesus took some bread blessed it, broke it and shared it out among his friends.  He said, 
“Take and eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in memory of me.”

Jesus’ friends took the bread and ate it, thinking about Jesus and knowing how much he loved them. They did not quite understand what he meant, but they began to think

about it. Later Jesus took a cup of wine. He blessed this too and gave it to them and said, 
“Take and drink. This is my blood shed for you.”

Jesus’ friends drank from the cup, wondering what Jesus meant but glad to be

with him. 
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader: Let’s sit and think quietly about saying “Thank You” to God for giving us Jesus in a special way during mass. Think too about any other special person that you would like to thank…
You may want the children to share some of the work done in ‘Reveal’ on ‘thanksgiving’ at this point.
The response to the prayers is “Thank you, Lord.”

                                                  Thank you, Lord.

Prayer:
For all the people who help us in school
Response:
Thank you, Lord.
Prayer:
For all the people who help us at home
Response:
Thank you, Lord.

Prayer:
For all the people who help us in the neighbourhood
Response:
Thank you, Lord.
Prayer:
For giving us Jesus who shares his love and life with us 
Response:
Thank you, Lord.
Prayer:
For the parish family who celebrate mass every week

Response:
Thank you, Lord.
Perhaps the children can share their own prayers of thanks to God 

(Children can add their own prayers to the litany).


Reader: Now let’s say our final prayer together: 

Dear God,

We thank you for all that is beautiful in the world.

Thank you for the happiness you have given us.

Thank you for sending us Jesus. (From Children’s Eucharistic Prayer 1.)

Reader: Before we leave, we will sing our final hymn “This is the day” (verse 1).

Then as we leave the hall / circle, take one of the blank “Thank You” cards and draw or write the name of someone that you are going to say (or show in some other way) a special “Thank you” to today.
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